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Awards Honor Public
Service
Each fall, the Excellence in
Virginia Government Awards
(EVGA) recognize individuals
and organizations that have found
creative ways to improve their
communities. Recipients of the 2011
awards spanned multiple policy
areas and demonstrate the positive
impact of public service (p. 5).

Dissertation Study
Finds Jail Program
Saves Money, Lowers
Recidivism
New research conducted by Sarah
Huggins Scarbrough, Ph.D., finds
strong evidence for a peer-based
approach to recidivism (p. 8).

Starting Over
Considering further study after over
a decade of professional experience,
Ranaa ‘Gadaa’ Ahmed questioned
her decision to leave Iraq and
pursue a master’s degree in the U.S.
(p. 10).

Promoting Friendships
and Partnership
Before an audience of more than 300 people, Indian Ambassador Nirupama
Rao and Governor Robert McDonnell joined Virginia Commonwealth University
leaders in launching a $1 million multi-year campaign to support an India Chair
in Democracy and Civil Society on April 2, 2012. The Chair will be the first of its
kind in the U.S. and will be housed in the L. Douglas Wilder School of Government
and Public Affairs.
“The horizon is limitless for what we
can do together,” said Ambassador Rao.
Ambassador Rao cited a number of
ongoing successes as proof, including
collaboration last year between planning
students from VCU and the Center for
Environmental Planning and Technology

University in India on a major
development project.
Ambassador Rao and Governor
McDonnell served as keynote speakers at
the Inaugural Dinner held at the Hilton
Richmond Hotel and Spa/Short Pump.
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From the Director
The L. Douglas Wilder School of
Government and Public Affairs is one of
the largest and most diverse schools of its
kind in the U.S. With 2,400 students and
over 90 full-time faculty and programs
in an array of fields, including criminal
justice, economics, homeland security and
emergency preparedness, international
studies, nonprofit management, political
science, public administration, sociology
and urban and regional planning, the
Wilder School is uniquely positioned
to creatively address contemporary and
future issues in government and public
affairs.
Our students have unique opportunities
to work with faculty members on
groundbreaking research and scholarship
on the cutting edge of government and
public affairs. They have published in
major journals, won coveted awards,
and include a Presidential Management
Fellow and a Governor’s Fellow. The
Wilder School also boasts one of the most
active internship programs in the region,
working with our more than 10,000
alumni worldwide and other government,
nonprofit and private sector partners.
Our setting in an urban university that is

Over the past two years, the Wilder School has added several new faculty members experienced in a wide array of specialties.
Together, with more than 50 tenured or tenured track professors, these faculty continue the tradition of excellence at the
Wilder School.

rapidly transforming itself and increasing
in national stature continually adds to
our resolve to offer the most relevant
and intellectually rigorous public affairs
education in the country.

Niraj Verma, Ph.D.
Director and Professor
Wilder School of Government
& Public Affairs

India Chair Promotes Friendship
and Partnership

Wilder Chronicle
Editing & Design
Tiffany F. Murray
Photography:
J. Baldwin
Lindsey Evans
Allen Jones
Tom Kojcsich
For the complete list of Wilder
School faculty and staff, visit
www.wilder.vcu.edu.

Continued from Page One
Governor McDonnell told attendees
that India has become increasingly
important economically to Virginia,
becoming the commonwealth’s 15th
largest trading partner in 2010. He noted
that partnerships such as the India Chair
are important for promoting economic
growth and strengthening international
relationships.
“That’s why the vision for this Chair is
so important because it represents the
highest traditions of the best ideals of
both our nations,” Governor McDonnell
said.
VCU President Michael Rao, Ph.D.,
expressed that the India Chair provides
an exciting opportunity for VCU,
Richmond and Virginia.
“This is a Chair that very much aligns
with VCU,” said President Rao, who

New Faculty

described the Chair’s creation as an
incredible source of pride for the
university.
The India Chair will lead the discussion
about democracy by bringing experts
on Indian art, culture, history, politics,
economics, business relations and related
areas to campus and the surrounding
community.
Holders of the Chair will visit VCU for
short-term visits or longer stays of up
to a year. The Chair will host an array
of speakers and events. To find out
more about the campaign or to make a
contribution, contact Jen Thompson at
jlthompson2@vcu.edu.
Editor’s note: As we go to press, we are
saddened to learn of the loss of our friend
and India Campaign Chair, Ranjit K.
Sen. Mr. Sen will be profoundly missed by
the Wilder School community.

Thomas R. Baker, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor, Criminal Justice
Baker’s areas of specialization
include courts, public opinion and
policy, policing, legitimacy of social
institutions, terrorism and life-course
criminology. He holds a doctorate, a
master’s and a bachelor’s degree from
Florida State University.

Myung Jin, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor, Public Administration
Jin’s specialties include employee
engagement, organizational
performance and humanistic models of
motivation. He holds a doctorate and
a master’s degree from Florida State
University and a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Susan Bodnar-Deren, Ph.D.,
Assistant Professor, Sociology
Bodnar-Deren’s research interests
include health and medical sociology,
aging, care giving and the life
course. She holds a doctorate and
a master’s degree from Rutgers
University. Bodnar-Deren’s previous
appointments include a post-doctoral
fellowship at the Mount Sinai School
of Medicine.

Nancy Morris, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor, Criminal Justice
Morris’ areas of specialization include
cross-national criminology, juvenile
delinquency and developmental
criminology. She holds a doctorate and
a master’s degree from the University
of Maryland College Park and
bachelor’s degrees from Virginia Tech.

Hayley Cleary, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor, Criminal Justice
Cleary’s areas of specialization include
adolescent decision making in legal
contexts, juvenile crime, interrogation
of juvenile suspects and police
interaction with youth. She holds a
doctorate and a master’s degree from
Georgetown University and bachelor’s
degrees from the University of Virginia.

William Pelfrey, Jr., Ph.D., Associate
Professor, Homeland Security &
Emergency Preparedness
Pelfrey’s research addresses links
between community policing practices
and terrorism prevention. He holds
a doctorate from Temple University.
Pelfrey was previously on the faculty
at the University of WisconsinMilwaukee.

Amir Farmanesh, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor, Public Administration
Farmanesh’s research addresses the
role of anti-corruption and economic
policy in affecting governance reform
in developing countries. He holds
a doctorate from the University of
Maryland College Park and master’s
degrees from Syracuse University.

Damian Pitt, Assistant Professor,
Urban & Regional Planning
Pitt’s research interests include
energy conservation, greenhouse gas
emissions, renewable energy use, and
land-use and transportation policy. He
holds a doctorate from Virginia Tech,
a master’s degree from the University
of Oregon and a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Tennessee.

Elsie Harper-Anderson, Ph.D.,
Assistant Professor, Urban &
Regional Planning
Harper-Anderson’s research focuses
on urban and minority labor markets,
workforce and economic development.
She holds a doctorate from the
University of California at Berkeley.
Harper-Anderson’s previous faculty
appointments include the University of
Michigan and American University.

Wenli Yan, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,
Public Administration
Yan’s areas of specialization include
public and nonprofit financial
management as well as state and
local public finance. She holds a
doctorate and a master’s degree from
the University of Kentucky. Yan was
previously on the faculty at the School
of Public and Environmental Affairs at
Indiana University.

www.wilder.vcu.edu
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EVGA Honorees

News from the Centers
Three constituent units of the Wilder
School’s Centers for Public Policy, the
Performance Management Group (PMG),
the Grace E. Harris Leadership Institute
(GEHLI) and the Survey Evaluation and
Research Lab (SERL), received significant
grants in 2011-2012.
In April, Governor Robert McDonnell
released “Aviation and Space Workforce
Development Analysis and Strategy
Development.” Conducted by PMG, the
study highlighted aviation and space
industry employment levels and future
projections for growth.
Partners of the study included the Office
of the Secretary of Education, NASA
Langley Research Center, the National
Association of Manufacturers Institute
and the Federal Aviation Administration.

Results will be used to guide joint efforts
between agencies, aviation and space
industry partners.
In May, researchers at GEHLI and
the Curry School of Education at the
University of Virginia (UVA) were
awarded a $350,000 grant to improve the
state’s workforce and education systems.
Susan T. Gooden, Ph.D., Professor and
Executive Director of GEHLI, and James
H. Wyckoff, Ph.D., Professor and Director
of the Center on Education Policy and
Workforce Competitiveness at UVA, are
co-principal investigators on the Virginia
Longitudinal Data System grant. The
grant is funded by the U.S. Departments
of Education and Labor. Other members
of the VCU research team include Myung
Jin, Ph.D., Elsie Harper-Anderson, Ph.D.,

and Farrah Graham, Ph.D.
The SERL completed data collection for
a range of community interests in 2012.
Among these were statewide projects such
as the Virginia Youth Tobacco Survey
and the Virginia Youth Nutrition and
Physical Activity Survey for the Virginia
Foundation on Healthy Youth. Grant
activities for the Virginia Department
of Health include technical assistance
in the statewide management of AIDS/
HIV reporting for the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services.
The lab also conducted public opinion
surveys on the mining of uranium in
southern Virginia and the Virginia
Department of Aviation Passenger Survey.

Graduate is Presidential Fellow
David ‘Jonathan’ Kinsey (MPA ’12)
was recently named a Presidential
Management Fellow by the U.S. Office
of Personnel Management (OPM). The
honor makes Kinsey among the less than
seven percent of applicants to be selected
nationally.
The Presidential Management Fellowship
program is described by the OPM as the
“flagship leadership development program
at the entry level for advanced degree
candidates.” The program seeks to train
future government leaders by giving
fellows 160 hours of formal classroom
training in leadership, management,
policy and other topics and then places
them in a federal agency. Fellows are

mentored and given feedback on their
work over the course of their two-year
appointment.
Kinsey is one of 11 VCU students to
be selected for the PMF program in
its 30-year history. In 2012, a total of
628 individuals were named finalists
out of approximately 9,000 nominees
nationwide.
Kinsey has accepted a position with the
Office of Multifamily Housing within
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) in Washington,
D.C., where he will work in the Office
of Housing Assistance and Grant
Administration.

New Administrative Appointments at the Wilder School
Diana ‘Gay’ Cutchin has been appointed as
the Wilder School Internship Coordinator.
She will work to forge partnerships with
government, nonprofit agencies and private
sector organizations interested in serving
as placement sites for Wilder students.
Cutchin’s career at VCU spans over 20
years and includes work as an Instructor
of Sociology and Women’s Studies, as well
as the university’s first-ever coordinator of
sexual assault and domestic violence services. She brings extensive
connections to the position, having facilitated the service-learning
and internship experiences of approximately 600 students. Cutchin
has served on the Governor’s Commission on Sexual Violence and is
the former president of Safe Harbor Shelter.

William Pelfrey, Ph.D., will serve as the Wilder
School Chair of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (HSEP) program. He will
work to expand the school’s HSEP offerings by
fostering research projects and collaboration
with agencies and practitioners. Pelfrey joined
VCU in 2011 as an Associate Professor of Criminal Justice and HSEP. His research addresses
issues of programmatic effectiveness within
the context of officer-level activities as well as
links between community policing practices and terrorism prevention. He also serves as a member of the curriculum evaluation team
for the Center for Homeland Defense and Security at the Naval
Postgraduate School, the nation’s premier provider of homeland
security graduate and executive level education.

Lifetime Achievement Award:
Susan Clarke Schaar, Clerk of the
Senate of Virginia
Public Private Partnership
Award:
Virginia’s Region 2000 Partnership
Bryan David, Executive Director,
Economic Development Council
Innovation in Government
Award:
Virginia Community College
System
Virginia Education Wizard
Community Enhancement
Award:
Better Housing Coalition – Lincoln
Mews
T. K. Somanath, President and CEO
Unsung Heroes Award:
Tedd Povar, Associate Director
Virginia Institute of Government
Hill-Robinson Expansion of
Freedom Award:
The Hon. Leroy R. Hassell, Sr.
(Awarded posthumously)

Participants celebrate the seventh annual EVGA on December 8, 2011. From left to right: former Governor,
L. Douglas Wilder; Lifetime Achievement Award recipient, Susan Clarke Schaar; Wilder School Director, Niraj
Verma; VCU President, Michael Rao.

Awards Honor Public Service
Each fall, the Excellence in Virginia Government Awards (EVGA) recognize individuals and organizations that have found
creative ways to improve their communities. Recipients of the 2011 honors spanned multiple policy areas and demonstrate
the positive impact of public service. This year’s ceremony will be held on December 7, 2012, at the Richmond Marriott.
Held each year in late fall, the EVGA is an awards ceremony
and luncheon that recognizes individuals and organizations
who have made distinctive contributions to the practice
of government and to the well-being of commonwealth
communities and citizens.
In addition to celebrating Virginia’s public service community,
the EVGA helps to cultivate the nation’s next generation of
public servants.
Since 2007, proceeds from the affordably priced luncheon have
been used to provide 12 exceptional Wilder School students with
substantial scholarships.
The 2011 EVGA was presided over by VCU President Michael
Rao, Ph.D., the Hon. L. Douglas Wilder and Wilder School
Director, Niraj Verma, Ph.D. The event was held at the Greater
Richmond Convention Center on December 8, 2011.
For some, the backdrop of a recovering economy which has
placed great strains on public service providers lent special
significance to the ceremony. Jane Kusiak, Executive Director
of the Council on Virginia’s Future and member of the EVGA
Steering Committee, said the current atmosphere made the
presentation of awards a particularly poignant occasion. “[EVGA
recipient stories] provide special hope…concrete evidence that
supports our faith in government’s ability to respond, no matter

Honorary Scholarship Benefits
Students
The EVGA Honorary Scholarship is designed
to cultivate a new generation of students in the
areas of government and public service. Proceeds
from EVGA sponsorship benefit top Wilder
School students with tuition assistance through
annual scholarship awards named in honor of
the previous year’s Lifetime Achievement Award
recipient. In 2011, two outstanding students,
David ‘Jonathan’ Kinsey and Krina Patel, each
received an EVGA academic scholarship.

what the circumstances,” said Kusiak.
In total, six awards were presented. The 2012 awards will be
presented during the eighth annual Excellence in Virginia
Government Awards ceremony on Friday, December 7, from
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Richmond Marriott. For more
information or to register, visit www.wilder.vcu.edu.
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Virginia Capital Semester Seeks
Applicants
The Wilder School is recruiting students
for the 2013 Virginia Capital Semester.
The application deadline is October 1,
2012.
Virginia Capital Semester brings select
undergraduates to Richmond for an
internship in state government while
students continue their studies on a
full-time basis through coursework at
VCU. Internships are arranged with
the legislative and executive branches
of Virginia government as well as the
advocacy and lobbying organizations
associated with Virginia government. Jen
Thompson, J.D., who heads the Virginia
Capital Semester, said the program helps
students to develop leadership skills and
build important networks for the future.
“I am proud to oversee the important
work of the Virginia Capital Semester.

Student Basic Jailor Academy
Justice Services and
become eligible
for part-time
employment in the
Henrico County
Sheriff ’s Office. In
addition to training
provided by the
sheriff ’s office,
participants enroll
in CRJS 491, an
eight-week online
special topics course
that examines jails
and short-term
detention issues.

Through this program, young people are
provided with a behind-the-scenes view
of the legislative process, and receive
invaluable lessons on relationshipbuilding. These skills will help them
develop into future business, political and
community leaders,” said Thompson.
Each week, Virginia Capital Semester
students attend a policy-making seminar
to hear from key leaders at the capitol and
compare experiences from their various
internship placements. Past programs
have covered topics such as the role of
the media, the operation of majority
and minority parties and the role of the
Speaker of the House.

House Majority Leader, Eric Cantor, met with
students during the first class of the Summer Student
Basic Jailor Academy on August 31, 2011.

To date, 249 college students from 17
colleges statewide have participated in the
program. For more information, contact
Jen Thompson at jlthompson2@vcu.edu.

Huff Wins Best Article Award
Congratulations to Richard Huff, Ph.D.,
Wilder School Assistant Professor of
Public Policy and Administration. Huff
received the “Best Article of 2011 Award”
from The Journal of Comparative Policy
Analysis for his work entitled “Measuring
Performance in U.S. Municipalities: Do
Personnel Policies Predict System Level
Outcomes?” He will be presented with a
certificate and a $1,000 monetary award at
the 45th International Comparative Policy
Analysis Forum held at Erasmus University in Rotterdam this November.
Published in February of 2011, the article

was selected for its innovative approach
to comparative work across the political
jurisdictions of municipalities, specifically, the use of municipal bond ratings as
an indicator of system level performance.
Huff was also cited for his noteworthy
contributions to the literature, including
his description of the concepts of deadly
combinations and powerful connections to depict the relationship between
findings. The article was selected by an
international adjudication committee
which convened in June at the University
of Sydney.

Senator Warner Skypes into VCU
The Wilder School hosted a virtual town
hall featuring U.S. Senator Mark Warner
on February 28, 2012. Warner skyped
into the University Commons to speak to
an auditorium full of students about his
work on deficit and debt reduction, and
his efforts to make it easier for innovators
and entrepreneurs to form new businesses
and jobs.
Undergraduate and graduate students
from a cross-section of disciplines asked

Senator Warner questions ranging from
energy dependence to regulatory reform
to the recent political focus on social
issues such as contraception and the
ultrasound bill.

The Wilder School and the Henrico
County Sheriff ’s Office have established
the commonwealth’s first “Summer Student
Basic Jailor Academy.” The program allows
rising junior and senior-level criminal
justice students to earn college credit,
become certified as correctional deputies
by the Virginia Department of Criminal

The academy is the brainchild of Sheriff
Michael Wade (B.S.’ 86, M.S.’ 90). In
March of 2010, the sheriff was searching
for creative ways to reduce costs while
maintaining the state-required inmateto-correctional officer ratio at local jails.
Wade contacted Wilder School criminal
justice faculty members Robyn Diehl
McDougle, Ph.D., and Blythe Proulx,
Ph.D., who partnered with the Henrico
County Department of Human Resources

to develop the program.
“It’s an innovative program. This
collaboration will not only produce better
educated, more career-oriented and
professional corrections staff but will also
highlight the jail as an important resource
for the community as a whole,” said
McDougle.
In the last two years, 47 students have
completed the nine-week academy, seven
of which have gone on to serve in full-time
jobs within the sheriff ’s office.
The estimated savings of more than
$200,000 to the sheriff ’s annual budget
has also attracted attention from House
Majority Leader Eric Cantor, who visited
with the 2011 class. Cantor praised the
VCU-Henrico partnership and said
that the academy provides “an excellent
example of what can happen when
government looks beyond traditional
measures to improve services and save
taxpayer dollars.” For more information
on the program, contact Blythe Proulx at
bbproulx@vcu.edu.

Student Designs to Increase Safety
In May, a group of undergraduate fourthyear urban and regional studies and
planning (URSP) students completed a
5-month project developing designs to
increase safety on the VCU Monroe Park
Campus.

The students were participants in
“URSP 440: Crime Prevention through
Environmental Design (CPTED),” a senior
capstone seminar in which students
conducted a comprehensive analysis of
crime statistics furnished by the VCU
Police Department in an effort to identify
high-crime corridors on the Monroe Park
campus. The course was led by Damian
Pitt, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Urban
Planning.
Students then performed on-site analyses
to identify specific locations where public
safety concerns could be addressed
through physical design improvements.
Subject locations included the James
Branch Cabell Library, the Pollak
Building, the Siegel Center and Harris
Hall. For each location, recommendations
were made for specific landscaping,

lighting and other improvements based
on the CPTED principles of natural
surveillance, natural access

Digital model of CEPTD student proposals for the
James Branch Cabell Library. Model includes a gated
entrance, trimmed hedges, street lamps, a new VCU
insignia and video camera.
Present loading zone outside of the James Branch
Cabell Library.

control, territorial reinforcement and
maintenance.
The seminar culminated in a presentation
to John Venuti, VCU Chief of Police, who
was excited by the students’ results.
“CEPTD principles are very effective in
reducing crime and increasing perception

of safety, and the students had great ideas
and perspectives that were relevant and
useable,” said Venuti.
After the presentation, Venuti passed
along the students’ findings to the
University’s Office of Finance and
Administration so that some of the
concepts could be incorporated into the
VCU Master Plan.

www.wilder.vcu.edu
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Wilder School faculty are prominent scholars who make significant contributions to public affairs through high-quality,
fact-based analysis. Here’s a look at how some of them are contributing to their respective fields.

Thought Leadership/Applied Research
Professor Emeritus
Wins Book Award

Sarah Huggins Scarbrough interviews participants in Kingdom Life Ministries, a faith-based program
for Richmond City Jail inmates. The program is one of the first peer-to-peer programs to reduce
recidivism in Virginia.

Dissertation Study Finds Jail Program
Saves Money, Reduces Recidivism
New research by recent graduate, Sarah Huggins Scarbrough
(MPA ’07, Ph.D. ’12), provides strong evidence that Kingdom
Life Ministries/Men in Recovery, a peer-based program for
Richmond City Jail inmates with substance abuse problems,
succeeded in reducing the number of inmates who stay out of jail
upon their release.

“This is a place where real people reside with real issues,” said
William Bosher, Ph.D., a Distinguished Professor of Public
Policy and chair of Scarbrough’s dissertation. Bosher said
Scarbrough’s research will help to promote an approach that
“has had remarkable results for human beings who find their
way here, but still have life ahead of them.”

The study found that inmates who participated in the Kingdom
program had an 18 percent lower recidivism rate than did
prisoners in another program without post-release housing.
Additionally, Scarbrough concluded the program saved
taxpayers nearly $8 million over the 3½-year study period.

Peer-to-peer programs to reduce recidivism have been
incorporated in other states, but are relatively new in Virginia.
“One feature that sets Kingdom apart is the provision of housing
and other transition services, like helping participants find
employment and transportation after they are released from jail,”
said Scarbrough.

“Even for those participants who did recidivate, there was a
significant increase in the amount of time between release and
re-incarceration—a savings of about $14,500 per inmate—
this coupled with the stark reduction in inmate violence and
emergency hospitalizations suggests that the savings would be
unimaginable,” she said.
Scarbrough, who studied the effectiveness of the Kingdom
program as part of her doctoral dissertation in public policy
and administration, said it aims in large part to help addicts
by offering counseling from those who have gotten sober both
before and after release. The program serves about 120 inmates
on any given day and incorporates the principles of Christianity,
Alcoholic Anonymous and Narcotic Anonymous along with
weekly group meetings.

Spread the News
Do you have news to share with the Wilder
community—an award, publication, press
appearance, board appointment, student or
alumni achievement? If so, please email your
contribution to Tiffany F. Murray at tfmurray@
vcu.edu. Your news may be featured in an
upcoming edition of Wilder Chronicle or
featured on our website at www.wilder.vcu.edu.

RMHF Awards Grant
Using a grant from the Richmond
Memorial Health Foundation
(RMHF), Wilder School
researchers hope to unpack
the implications of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care
Act on the city’s undocumented
Hispanic and Latino population.
Carl Ameringer, Ph.D., Professor
of Health Policy and Politics,
Saltanat Liebert, Ph.D., Assistant
professor of government and
public affairs and Cynthia
‘Cindy’ Cors, a doctoral public
policy and administration
student, have been awarded
$23,000 to examine the
nature and extent to which
undocumented Hispanic and
Latino immigrants use health
care and clinical facilities in the
Greater Richmond area. The
results of the study will be used
to guide future decision-making
initiatives of the RMHF.

David Franks, Ph.D., Professor
Emeritus of Sociology, has been
named the 2012 recipient of
the “Best Book Award,” given
by the American Sociological
Association’s Section on
Evolution, Biology and Society
for his work, “Neurosociology:
The Nexus Between Neuroscience
and Social Psychology.” The
award is presented for an
exemplary work published
within the last three years, which
integrates biology and sociology.
Published by Springer Press in
2010, Frank’s text demonstrates
the relevance of neuroscience
research to sociologists and social
psychologists and examines those
areas of the discipline that can
refine and broaden sociological
theory.

Promoting Eco-Equity
“Exploring What Greening
the Economy Means for
African-American Workers,
Entrepreneurs, and
Communities” was published
in the February 2012 edition
of Economic Development
Quarterly. Written by Elsie
Harper-Anderson, Ph.D.,
Assistant Professor of Urban
Planning, the article reviews the
American Reinvestment and
Recovery Act of 2009 and finds
troubling inequities in resource
access and distribution among
both African-Americans and
Black-owned businesses. HarperAnderson argues that officials
looking to address disparities,
must take five key steps to guide
the green development process.
To view the full article, visit www.
sagepub.com/.
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Starting Over
When Ranaa ‘Gadaa’ Ahmed left her home in Iraq three
years ago, she believed she’d be starting over with greater
opportunities in the U.S. But with a bachelor’s degree and
nearly a decade of professional experience under her belt,
Ahmed questioned her decision.
“At my age that can be a funny thing – leaving behind not only
your family but a network of employers and contacts that know
and trust you,” said Ahmed.
Ahmed, 35, is now a second-year master’s of public
administration student and the 2012 recipient of a Governor’s
Fellowship, a prestigious internship that places Virginia students
in the executive administration of state government. But getting
to this point wasn’t easy.
Before immigrating to the U.S., Ahmed served as a translator
and media analyst for the Iraqi Council of Ministers, and later
as a deputy manager of media affairs for the Coalition Forces
during the height of the Iraq War.
“It was a scary time both for me and my family,” recounted
Ahmed. “There were many groups who viewed Iraqis working
for the U.S. as traitors. Kidnapping and killing were common.”
To be safe, she kept her work for the Coalition Forces a secret
from all except her immediate family, feigning work for years at
a daily newspaper where she had once worked as a staff reporter.
Eventually the dangers of the work and the realities of the war
took their toll, and she was ready for a change.
In 2009, Ahmed immigrated to the U.S., settling in Richmond.
Her work with the transitional government in Iraq led her to
enroll in the Wilder School’s MPA program to pursue what had
become a passion – comparative public administration.

Guatemala Study Abroad
In June, a group of VCU students traveled to Guatemala to
help improve the lives of indigenous community members.
Led by Associate Professor of Geography, Avrum ‘A.J.’
Shriar, Ph.D., each student completed a project designed
to explore the environmental issues, political-economic
challenges and sustainability concerns of developing
Guatemala. Students worked with community members to
tackle a variety of tasks from weeding intercropped fields
of maize and peas to constructing energy-efficient stoves
for deserving families.
The students took part in “INTL 591: Topics in
International Studies.” Each summer, Wilder faculty
participate in intensive study abroad designed to link
classroom learning to direct experience in a non-U.S.
cultural context. Other trips led by Wilder faculty
include a Sicilian tour which explored the influence
of environment and history on urban life on the
Ionic (Eastern) coast of Sicily and a housing tour of
London which examined the British approach to urban
regeneration.

In the spring, Ahmed was chosen for the highly selective
Governor’s Fellowship Program, which offers undergraduate and
graduate students at Virginia colleges and universities an eightweek summer internship within the governor’s cabinet offices.
Ahmed was placed within Rights Restoration, a division of the
Secretary of the Commonwealth that handles the applications
of citizens who have lost the right to vote as a result of a felony
conviction.
“Having Gadaa has been a blessing,” says Micah Womack, Rights
Restoration Director. “I’ve been with the office for five years and
I can say she’s among the strongest fellows we’ve had.”
Ironically, it’s a job that dovetails with a major theme of Ahmed’s
own life – the importance of a second act.
“I don’t know that I had any expectations [coming into the
fellowship], but I’ve been so impressed and inspired by the
commitment of the staff, all of whom are dedicated to providing
citizens with the clearest and fairest path to resuming their lives
as voting members of society,” said Ahmed.
“These are the experiences,” she added, beaming, “that I came
here for.”

In Memoriam
Morton “Mort” Blum Gulak, retired
Associate Professor of Urban Planning,
died on March 12, 2012, following a long
bout with cancer. He was 73.
Gulak retired from the school’s
planning and geography programs
in 2010, following a career that lasted
nearly four decades. His VCU career
began in 1972 when he was hired to
teach in the undergraduate urban
studies program. With the exception of
two years when he left to earn a doctoral
degree, his entire academic career took
place at VCU.
Gulak played an instrumental role in
founding the department of urban
studies and planning (now the master
of urban and regional planning and
bachelor of urban and regional studies
programs).
“As a professional architect and
planner, Mort’s philosophy of planning
education set the course that our
program would follow for the next 40
years—a focus on training planners who
not only have a solid understanding of
the world of professional practice, but
who embrace it and who are eager to
contribute to it; a focus on revitalizing
mature communities,” said longtime
friend and colleague John Accordino,
Ph.D., Professor of Planning.
Gulak led a number of planning efforts
in Central Virginia, including the
Richmond Revitalization Program,
which served blighted or underserved
areas throughout the city. He also
taught courses in urban design, urban
revitalization, physical planning, the
application of professional planning
methods and coordinated the Studio II
program, in which graduate students
apply the methods and skills they’ve
learned in their courses to solve an
actual planning problem.
Gulak earned an undergraduate
degree in architecture from Penn
State, a master’s degree in urban and
regional planning from Virginia Tech
and a Ph.D. in urban design from the
University of Pennsylvania.

Faculty News

Wilder School faculty bring recognized expertise to students in the classroom, to
the research community in journals and publications and to the general public
through applied research, service and media coverage. Here are some highlights
from the 2011-2012 academic year.
Jay Albanese, Ph.D., Professor of
Criminal Justice, was named the
2011 recipient of the Gerhard Mueller
Award from the Academy of Criminal
Justice Sciences. The honor is given for
outstanding contributions to the field of
comparative and international criminal
justice. Albanese was also elected Chair
of the American Society of Criminology’s
Division of International Criminology
(DIC).
Jason Ross Arnold, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor of Political Science, published
“Political Awareness, Corruption
Perceptions and Democratic
Accountability in Latin America” in the
January 2012 edition of Acta Politica
and “Parliaments and Citizens in Latin
America” in the September 2012 edition
of The Journal of Legislative Studies.
Sarah Jane Brubaker, Ph.D., Associate
Professor of Sociology, has been elected
Chair of the American Sociological
Association’s Section on the Sociology of
the Body & Embodiment for 2012-2013
William Bosher, Ph.D., Distinguished
Professor of Education and Public Policy,
published the eighth edition of “Law and
Education: Contemporary Issues and
Court Decisions,” available from Lexis
Nexis. Co-authored by Richard Vacca,
Ph.D., the book offers a comprehensive
overview of laws affecting the daily
operation of public schools.
Susan Gooden, Ph.D., Professor of
Public Administration, published
“Cultural Competency for Public
Administrators,” available from M.E.
Sharpe. Co-edited by Gooden and Kristen
Norman-Major, Ph.D., the book equips
readers to better understand the complex,
day-to-day challenges practitioners
confront in serving an increasingly
diverse society.
Xueming ‘Jimmy’ Chen, Ph.D.,
Associate Professor of Urban Planning,
hosted the 5th International Association
for China Planning Conference at
Wuhan University in June. While in
China, he served as a visiting lecturer
at Renmin University of China. In

September of 2011, Chen published
“Managing Transportation Financing
in an Innovative Way” in The Journal of
Management Research and Practice.
Jen Thompson, J.D, Assistant Professor
of Political Science, was a regular
commentator on national and statewide
elections in print, television and radio
media in 2012. Thompson has been
quoted in The New York Times, The Wall
Street Journal, The Washington Post and
U.S. News and World Report. She is also
the political analyst for ABC affiliate,
WRIC 8.
Judyth L. Twigg, Ph.D., Professor
of Political Science and International
Studies, traveled to Skopje, Macedonia,
to conduct an evaluation of several
health sector reform efforts funded by
the World Bank. The goal of the reform
was to introduce new policies that would
improve the quality, accessibility and
efficiency of the nation’s health care.
Niraj Verma, Ph.D., Director and
Professor, served as the keynote speaker
at the International Association of China
Planning Conference held in Wuhan,
China in June 2012. His lecture “Design
and Planning: Two Fields or One?”
argued for a synthetic approach to urban
planning that retains the traditions of
social sciences and design.
Li Zhang, Ph.D., Assistant Professor
of Sociology, was recently appointed
to the advisory council of the Bulletin
of Geography’s Socio-economic Series.
Zhang will serve for a period of three
years.
Three Wilder faculty members were
recognized at a breakfast honoring
College of Humanities and Sciences
faculty in April. Gay Cutchin,
Sociology instructor, received the 2012
Distinguished Adjunct Faculty Award.
Susan Gooden, Ph.D., received the 2012
Distinguished Service Award. Professor
of Public Administration, Nelson
Wikstrom, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus
of Public Administration and Political
Science, received the 2012 Elske V.P.
Smith Lecturer Award.
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Student Standouts

The Wilder School attracts a talented and diverse group of students into its programs. Here’s a look at how some of them
are changing the world before graduation.
Rachel Sine, a fourth-year political
science student received an
Undergraduate Research Opportunity
Summer Fellowship to study women’s
awareness and use of the Right to
Information Act (RTI) in Jaipur, India.
In July, she collaborated with Jason Ross
Arnold, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of
Political Science, to conduct 56 days of
interviews with subjects in the Kathputhli
‘slum.’ Through her analysis, Sine hopes
“to discover the most and least effective
means of civic education” amongst
marginalized groups.
Hendrika ‘Erna’ Ruijer, a doctoral
candidate in public policy and
administration, presented two papers
at the Trans-Atlantic Conference on
Transparency Research at Utrecht
University, Utrecht, Netherlands, on June
7, 2012. “Breaking Through Barriers:
The Impact of Organizational Culture
on Open Government,” was co-authored
by Richard Huff, assistant professor
of public policy and Administration,
and discussed the role of organizational
culture in creating a more participatory
government.
Ruijer was the sole author of “The
Origins and Evolution of (proactive)
Transparency: A Comparison Between
the USA and the Netherlands.” The
paper reviewed the evolution of access
to information law and examined the

Rachel Sine

Rachel Sine is the recipient of a 2012
Undergraduate Research Opportunity
Summer Fellowship. In July, she traveled
to India to study underserved women’s
knowledge and use of RTI.

Erna Ruijer
unique role of context in the purpose
and implementation of transparency
policy. Ruijer resides in Amsterdam,
Netherlands and is currently completing
her dissertation.
Three doctoral students, Andrew
Armstrong, Scott Booth and
Stephanie Lau, shared their ideas
on a “Federal Policy and Professional
Accountability” panel during the 2012
Policy History Conference held at the
Richmond Marriott on June 9, 2012. The
panel featured a lively discussion on the
shifting role of the professions in the
last 60 years and explored the impact of
occupational closure on the development

Ryan Henderson

Ryan Henderson is the recipient of
the 2012 ASPA Founders’ Fellowship.
In June, Henderson traveled to Las
Vegas to present “Communication and
Transparency.” His paper was published
in the July edition of the PA Times.
VCU is an equal opportunity/affirmative action university.

and implementation of public policy.
Liana Kleeman and Ryan Henderson,
both second-year M.P.A. students,
were two of 14 scholars to be awarded
Founders’ Forum Fellowships by
the American Society of Public
Administration (ASPA). A nationally
competitive program for students of
public affairs and related fields, the
fellowship provides complimentary
registration at the annual ASPA
conference, as well as a one-year ASPA
student membership. In June, Kleeman
and Henderson presented papers at the
2012 ASPA conference held in Las Vegas.

Liana Kleeman

Liana Kleeman is the recipient of the
2012 ASPA Founders’ Fellowship. In June,
Kleeman traveled to Las Vegas to present
“Moving Towards a More Transformative
Vision of Government.” Her paper was
published in the July edition of the PA
Times.
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